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For the last three years, the St. John’s Alumni executive committee has held open bi-monthly
meetings, usually attended by a core group of nine. Since last spring, we’ve been joined by new
committee members Carolyn Rickey and Ron Romanowski. There’s room for more.

At the September 14th meeting, whose minutes appear below, Sue Gibb raised the subject of
starting an alumni bursary fund to assist needy St. John’s graduates in pursuing their education. All
agreed that this was a worthwhile endeavour which should be discussed in more depth at the
November meeting. If you have an interest and would like to get involved in this project, don’t
reply to this message -- unless you live far, far away -- but come to the meeting on November 19",
Your attendance and input will broaden the impact of our association’s efforts and will be most
appreciated.

St. John’s High Alumni Meeting Minutes

September 14, 2015

Meeting commenced at 7:10 pm.

Present: Chris Dewar, Carolyn Rickey, Lorraine MclLean, Sue Gibb, Percy Casas, Greg Woloszyn,
Carole Kurdydyk, Val Pilhun.

Regrets: Brian Burdy, Debbie Marantz.

1. Financial: Bank balance $2,480.94.

2. Archives: Chris reported 40 new entries for a total of 2667 alumni and staff, and 862 events
since her last report. She will report on the info collected on the Silver family next time. Sue
gave further info on her extensive collection of data for the Anderson family. She also reported
that she has had 1 request for a family plague and 1 for a yearbook.

3. Website/Alumni Wall: Sue talked about updates for the website ie: 1990’s decade room, and a
teacher’s page “Where are they now?” We also need to find out how to set up a Facebook
page and have it linked to our website. It was thought this would give us a wider audience.
There will be a display on the Alumni Wall about the St. John’s Library 100™ event and the
Andrew Mynarski statue unveiling at Vimy Park, both held in June.

4. Newsletter: Carole sent out a special edition about the Library celebration in June. She is
looking for ideas for a fall edition.

5. School Activities: We need to order new Alumni Pins for the coming year. The trophy case for
the new Alumni Awards trophies is in place by the office. It will be finished soon.

www.stjohnshighalumni.com/




6. Library 100" Celebration: There was a picture of Ron presenting our donation cheque of
$5,000 in the @ the Library magazine.

7. New Business: Carole has heard from Jeremy Kunkel regarding his great-aunt Katharine Weber,
who is, at 106, our oldest living alumnus. It was thought that we should pay her a visit and
present her with an Alumni Pin. Carole will contact Jeremy and make arrangements.

8. Sue brought up the topic of establishing a bursary or some other financial aid for post-grad
students in need. Some discussion followed and Carolyn Rickey will find out more info on the
process of setting up a bursary and report back next meeting.

Next meeting will be on Thursday, Nov. 19, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the library.

Visiting a Reunion Star

If you attended the 2010 reunion, you may remember
Katharine (Ruccius) Weber, class of 1926. She was the
101-year old alumna who cut the anniversary cake at
the closing ceremony. Thanks to her great nephew,
Jeremy Kunkul (class of 1986), Brian Burdy, Val Pilhun
and Carole Kurdydyk were able to visit with Katharine
on October 7 and present her with an alumni pin. Her
niece, Katharine, also joined us.

Katharine, now 106, lives at Tuxedo Villa, having
moved from her home in River Heights (where she
lived for 60 years) in 2013.

i She spoke of her early days at home with 10 siblings, growing
up on Dufferin Avenue and her days at St. John’s. She
remembered they didn’t make a big deal of graduation in
those days, but she did make her own dress for the occasion.
After graduating, Katherine worked as a stenographer in
Winnipeg, and then transferred to Vancouver, where she met
her husband. They married, had a family and travelled
extensively. She recalled how much she enjoyed both the 75t
and the 100" reunions and cutting the cake at the 100™".

In 2012, Katharine was featured in a Chatelaine magazine
article, “How to live to 100 years old as shared by a
centenarian”. What’s her secret to a long healthy life? “She
attributes her longevity to more than good genes: She’s positive,
she has faith in life, people and a higher power, and she constantly
seeks out new experiences.”

Thank you so very much, Katharine, for sharing your
memories and inspiring spirit with us. Best wishes and continued good health from your fellow
Tigers! (Check the website soon for video clips of our visit with Katharine)
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