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Larry Wandowich

Ronald Yablonsky

Ariel Yamzon
Sau Ha Yau"

Arnulfo Aguilar
Josephine Cabalu

_ Tony Cabuhar
 Naney Chalmers

_Antonella Comi
.  Thoi Dao
Maxtord Dennie
Candace Draper

Rachel Dugas

Ramel Gutierrez
_ Jodi lohnson

Sandy Kupcha

 Tracy McConnell

~ Shawn McKay

Linda Nicholson

Maria Purification
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Liberty Reyes
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Reynaldo Andaya
Noel Anore
David Beck

Arlene Chartrand

Floriza Cosino

_ Cyrille Crapoulet
~ Lynn Emms
Len Furber

Karen Genaille
George Krasulja
Jonathan Lim

‘Carrie Mason

Shane Nobiss

Barry Pfeifer

Bambilyn Shoff:

~ Michael Smith
Malvin St. Goddard

Duncan Zaluski

‘Mark Antor';ishkin‘,k, 4
Danny Boyko

_ David Coleman

_ John Crupi
Arusia Demianczuk
Brenda Flett

Robert Gutierrez
Teresa Hynek

B e

Jacqueline Juselius
. Kathy Kusiak
 Rick Lavallee
Monique Marcoux
~ Daniel Pelland
~ Paula Price

Mark Suprun
George Szozda
Phillip Trelinsk
Lester Trylins




Joselito Agliam
arcario Bautista
leriano Bulaong

_ Antonio Cabalu
Blair Chaban
Todd Ducharme
Martin Genaille
_ Laura Groening
Joseph Horn

__ Roxanne Keeley
__ Cheryl Mackenzie
__ Arlene McCann
_ Susan Normand
_ Myla Olaes

_ Veronica Ouskan

_ Della Patchinose
. Lucam Peres
_ Kathy Pocrnic
_ Helen Schellenberg
Melissa Vogel
_ Lisa Yaremy

15 Déélan Alphonso
_ Dean Barnych
. Michelle Boyer
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Staff

I. Ackerschott E. Adams J. Andreychuk A. Bereznycky J. Blashko

J. Blewett B. Boland J. Boonov J. Brown M. Boumford L. Burdeny

P. Burdz A. Carr D. Carruthers R. Choquette L. Clapson B. Clasper

B. Dawson J. Derraugh C. Dewar J. Duncan

A. Furst J. Furtado S. Gibb W. Holowka R. Horaska E. Jones



| k;%

W. Keith G. Kennedy G. Kinley R. Koffman A. Kogan

E. Kustra A. Laser S. Loewen B. March L. Markevich

S. Mindell P. Mirus A. Mochoruk H. Ostermann D. Pelisek

P Press B. Rigaux J. Rosche L. Rosolowich R. Shah H. Sharman

A. Siis G. Slater V. Smyth R. Spelmer M. Stoyko



R. Suffield H. Taggart S. Teplitsky M. Thunberg I. Tkach B I'reichel

B. Ulrich B. Wedlake D. Wiebe R. Wiebe L. Wilson H. Wolfe

Missing

J. Baluta A. Nemis
J. Campbell B. Polonski
C. Keyzer M. Shanski
A. Lathman B. Young

T. Wolfe L. Woods L. Yamashita E. Yarmie







Don’t Drink
the Water

This year’s production, written by Woody Allen, depicts the
humorous antics of a family of American tourists from Newark
who, while travelling behind the Iron Curtain, are mistakenly
accused of being American spies and are forced to seek refuge in
the American embassy. During their period of sanctuary, their
antics create total havoc, much to the dismay of the ambassador’s
son who is temporarily in charge of the embassy. The plot revolves
around bungling attempts on the part of the ambassador’s son
(who represents the triumph of nepotism over talent) to help them
escape.

Congratulations to the entire cast of ‘‘Don’t Drink the Water”’!
We were very fortunate to have talent, enthusiasm, effort and
strong commitment on the part of everyone involved. Equally
important was the appreciative response from our audiences.
Dinner and Theatre has definitely made its mark and introduced a
new level of entertainment to our school.




Cast

FIRST ROW:
Kim Jaremovich
Jesseline Dagamat
Donna Lobchuk
Kathleen Fergus

SECOND ROW:
Andrew Misiak
Gary Black

Sherry Hrozenszky
Merve Koscielny
Karolyn Hockman
Fred Coakes
Johanna Stein
Terry Sawicz
Morgan Thomas

THIRD ROW:
Paul Minenko
Dan Bielak

David Solodiuk
Cheryl Giesbrecht
John Galaugher

Susan Hollander
Sultan’s Wife
Sophia (The Chef)
Krystyna

Walter Hollander
Axel Magee
Major Krojack
Guard

Guest

Guard

Marion Hollander
Miss Kilroy

Yanis Kasnar

Guest

Father Drobney
Ambassador James F. Magee
Countess Bardoni

Sultan




Astronomy

Club

This year, the Astronomy
club welcomed both new and
old members. The club had
various activities throughout
the year and the participants
found that it was not only
educational, but that it was fun
as well. The members visited
the planetarium and par-
ticipated in outdoor ob-
servations. Through their
involvement in the club, the
participants gained a valuable
understanding of the mysteries
of the universe. The members
would like to thank Mr. Wolfe
for all of his time and help.

First Row: Keri Stertz, Donna Lobchuk, Ricky Tipan, Khai Nguyen, Ofelia Comandao, Second Row:
Mr. Wolfe, Stefan Wolejszo, Cary Schotchenko, Robert Shewchuk, Rodel Altares, Missing: Don Babey,
Colin Lindsay, Rolando Parto.



Grad

Committee

Who says: ‘“The bigger the
better’” or ‘““Two heads are
better than one’’? Despite the
size of the Grad ’85 committee,
this year’s fund-raising at-
tempts went great. The
committee reflected the en-
thusiasm and spirit of those
who involved themselves with
the dances, winter carnival,
and sales. We’d also like to
express our appreciation to Mr.
Mindell whose guidance and
advice was a part of our
success.

First Row: Michelle Mitchnik, Janette Octaviano, Second Row: Donna Bergese, Mr. Mindell, Tracey
Oakley, Sandra Langhorn, Karen Lisecki, Kathy Flanjak, Anna Janchenko, Emily Pang, Ofelia
Comandao.

Reach for
the Top

This year’s Reach for the
Top team played a number of
o games before their Dec. 10
o Sdeesis televised game. They defeated
: Sisler and Silver Heights and
participated in a tournament at
Garden City. The big game
against Kelvin was hard-fought
but Kelvin came out ahead 305-
125. The team would like to
thank Mr. Carr and Mr.
Holowka for their coaching
and support.

First Row: Mr. Carr, Terri Sawicz, Dan Bielak, Lisa Penner, June Cotte, Mr. Holowka.



Torch
Yearbook

This year’s TORCH com-
mittee encountered many
obstacles, namely the lack of
student involvement, but
nevertheless we pulled together
to put forth the 59th issue of
the Torch Yearbook.
Throughout the year we ex-
perienced many new successes
and failures. We, the Torch
Committee, would like to
extend a special thanks to Mr.
Kubara for all of his help and
support in holding the book
and the committee together,
and also to wish him the best of
luck in his future away from St.
John’s. Thanks again Mr. K.

Slide-
Show

The Slide Show Committee
worked very had this year to
produce two multi-visual/
sound slide show presentations.
Both shows were a hit among
the students and staff. The
committee spent many long
hours putting the show
together and their dedication
was very much appreciated. A
BIG thank you to all who
helped out.

From Left to Right: Cathy Milljour, Dan Bielak, Mr. Kubara, Catherine Anderson.

First Row: Wayne Antonishin, Donna Bergese, Jordan Wonsul, Donna Lobchuk, Mr. R. Kubara,
Second Row: Dan Bielak, Mr. I. Ackerschott.
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Freshman

Girls
Volleyball

The Freshman Girls Vol-
leyball team had a very suc-
cessful season, as they lost only
two matches in the regular
season and participated in the
play-offs. The City Cham-
pionship final match against
Daniel Mac resulted in an
unfortunate loss in the fifth
game. Despite this loss the girls
improved immensely through-
out the season and displayed
tremendous school spirit and
sportsmanship.

First Row: June Chabot, Mailah Tugade, Bonnie Krall, Tracy Groshak, Monique Champagne, Second
Row: Maria Acuna, Kathy Herman, Diane Toth, Sherry Bender, Linda Kamieniarz, Sandra Boulette,
Jocelyn Chartrand.

Freshman
Boys
Volleyball

The Freshman Boys Vol-
leyball team enjoyed a very
good season. In league play the
team finished second, out of
ten teams, with a record of 15
wins and 3 losses. In the semi-
finals St. John’s was narrowly
defeated by Gordon Bell. St.
John’s also finished second in
the Glenlawn tournament. This
did not come easy, for most of
the team members did not sleep
for 36 hours due to a basketball
marathon. The caliber of play
was very high and most of the
members are looking forward
to playing on the varsity team.
Team members would like to
thank Monique Marcaux
(manager) and coach Mr.
Baluta for guiding us througha  First Row: Mike Radchenka, Declan Alphonso, David Brandt, Nestor Panganiban, Dwayne Johnston,
fine season. Second Row: Mr. J. Baluta (Coach), Blair Chaban, Len Furber, Todd Ducharme, Jamie Jolly, Albert

Guimond, Wayne Hrabi, Monique Marcoux (Mgr).




First Row: Liz Krall, Maila Resus, Frances Podkriznik, Paula Slobodian, Second Row: June Cotte,
Wanda Drapala, Rhonda Anderson, Vera Plantz, Barb Susynski.

First Row: Wayne Hrabi, Mike Philipchuk, John Sulyma, Terry Madsen, Brad Pluta, Jim Conceicao,
Second Row: Brent Sagurski, Tony Selk, Rick Klingbeil, Don Cassie, Julio Acuna, Third Row: Chris
Fowler, John Watson, Mike Stewart, Frank Sawka, Tod Keam, Fourth Row: Ron Yablonski, Wolfgang
Wagner, Mike Radchenka, George Krasulja, Ken Taniguchi, Fifth Row: Paul Minenko, Steve Patrick,
Mykola Misiak, Tod Herman, Mark Soloman, Sixth Row: Mr. Sanders, Wilf Schute, Barry Myskiw,
Kevin Marshall, Mr. Silver.

Varsity
Girls

Volleyball

The Varsity Girls Volleyball
team had an up and down
season this year, finishing with
a 7-7 record. When they were
playing well, the girls were
unbeatable. For the second
time in a row, St. John’s won
the St. Norbert tournament.
The team would like to thank
Miss Campbell for her time and
support.

Football

The 1984 football season was
one of extreme frustration for
all those associated with it. The
team suffered through inex-
perience, casualties and most
of all bad luck! Out of the
seven games lost by the team, a
single touchdown more in each
game would have yielded a 5-2
won loss record. With the
experience gained in being in
close games, the players are
expected to have a very close
competitive 1985 season. Many
thanks to all who helped in-
cluding: Ms. Wilson, Ms.
Campbell, Ms. Gibb who
handled medical problems; Mr.
McGibney, Mr. Hrabi, and
Mr. Belmore who helped with
the coaching and Mr. Sanders
who once more handled the
mangerial functions.



Freshman
Girls
Basketball

The Freshman girls had quite
a successful 84-85 season. The
team played in the Westwood
Invitational and in the Brandon
Tri-School Tournaments and
were victorious in both. The
team also defeated all of their
opponents in league play except
Daniel Mac. The girls ended a
successful season by placing
second in the league. Con-
gratulations to all team
members.

First Row: Darcy Babiuk, Tracey Groshak, Monique Marcoux, June Chabot, Second Row: Miss L.
Wilson (Coach), Shannon Weins, Cindy Schnerch, Paula Price, Kathy Herman. Missing: Liz Krall
(Mgr.), Maila Resus (Mgr.).

Freshman
Boys
Basketball

The Freshman Boys’ Bas-
ketball team enjoyed a very
successful year. The Tigers
tallied 23 wins and 8 losses in
their entire season. The team
played in the city playoffs,
provincial tournament, and
were champions in two other
tournaments. Two outstanding
players, Mike Radchenka and
Len Furber, were chosen as
All-Stars in many tournaments
and for the city league.

First Row: Albert Padua (Mgr.), Satya Ramjiawan, Shane Nobiss, Nestor Panganiban, Reidel Ilagan,
Second Row: Mr. Horaska (Coach), Mike Radchenka, Declan Alphonso, Len Furber, Jamie Jolly,
Wayne Hrabi, Jon Medwid, Rick Lavallee, Rob Radchenka (Mgr.).



Varsity
Girls

Basketball

The 1984-85 season proved
to be a very competitive year
for our girls, with many games
decided in the last few seconds
of play. Among the highlights
of the season, the girls had the
opportunity to travel to Ed-
monton and participate in the
‘Vic’ Redmen tournament
where they lost by one point a
game against John Rennie of
Quebec in the consolation
final. Despite the narrow losses
the girls had a successful season
being ranked in the top 10 in
the province all year long.
Their spirited play and effort
earned them a lot of respect
from fans and opponents alike.

First Row: Allison Towers (Mgr.), Barb Suszynski, June Cotte, Wanda Drapala, Cheryl Staub, Ofelia
Comandao (Stats.), Second Row: Camilla Clarke, Lisa Penner, Andrea Herbert, Mary Harahuc,

Carolyn Clarke, Mr. Kinley (Coach).

Varsity
- Boys
~ Basketball

This year’s Tigers were lead
by a strong, fastbreaking
offense and a tough defense.
The Tigers ran their record to
24 wins and 11 losses, finishing
1st in the North Division of the
City Conference. The Varsity
Boys had the opportunity to
travel to Edmonton, where
they placed 6th out of 16 teams
in the Vic Redmen tournament.
The Tigers qualified for the
Provincial Championships for
the 11th straight year, but in
the quarter finals were
eliminated.

First Row: Adam Wedlake (Mgr.), Sean Wedlake (Mgr.), Second Row: Jim Conceicao (Mgr.), Wayne
Antonishin, Barry Krulicki, Sal Capizzi, Celso Castres, Roland Ignacio, Matt Kushnir, Mike Padua
(Mgr.), Third Row: Bonily Malapad (Mgr.), Mykola Misiak, Darrin Selk, Larry Wandowich, Randy
Takeuchi (Coach), Mr. Wedlake (Coach), Devon Clunis (Coach), Ron Hiller, Rick Trelinski, Steven
Patrick, Ron Balingit (Coach).



Rugby

This year’s Rugby team
consisted of a number of very
promising first year players
along with some veterans. The
team was a pleasure to be
associated with and they always
demonstrated sportsmanship
on and off the playing field.

Field
Hockey

The girls had a very exciting
season, finishing with a record
of 3 wins, 1 loss, and 1 tie. The
team advanced to the semi-
finals, were they lost to Sisler in
the second round of penalty
flicks. The girl’s team spirit
continued throughout the
season and hopefully will
continue in the future as new
players enter the sport. A big
thank you to all team members.

First Row: Eldon Bergson, Victor Celhar, Second Row: Lawrence Heilman, Ken Krotowich, Steve
Patrick, Tony Selk, Peter Dul, Mykola Misiak, Third Row: Mr. Malcom (Coach), William Marchak,
Jamie Groshak, Richard Jestadt, James Sundseth, Rick Klingbeil, Fourth Row: Shaun Berard, Mr. Corr
(Coach), Karl Wagner, Ken Welby. Missing: Victor Martin, Roshan Vicknarajah.

First Row: Frances Podkriznik, Second Row: Mary Harahuc, Liz Krall, Jackie Babiuk, Andrea Herbert,
Johanna Stein, Vera Plantz, Wanda Drapala, Third Row: Maila Resus, Kathy Kolar, Tracy Groshak,
Darci Babiuk, Bonnie Emerson, Jackie Malagus, June Cotte, Diane Toth, Kathy Herman, Debbie Roy,
Mr. Shah (Coach), Miss Campbell (Coach). Missing: Lisa Penner, Cheryl Roy.



First Row: Joseph Mendez, Robert Radchenka, Second Row: Barry Pfeifer, Leo Arnaud, Reidel Ilagan,
John Crupi, Declan Alfonso, Mike Radchenka, Blair Chaban, David Beck, Third Row: Wayde Edwards,
Mustafa Sennaroglu, John Hertam, Todd Ducharme, Len Furber, Brian Toffin, Mr. G. Slater (Coach).
Missing: Chris Chaban, Greg Belanger, George Krasulja.

First Row: Ivan Gallego, Jim Conceicao, Doug Hemmerling, Sal Capizzi, Reuben llagan, Scott
Spearman, Ken Taniguchi, Richard Drozda, Brian Podolsky, Matas Holt, Second Row: Mr. H. Taggart
(Coach), Damien Carty, Max Dennie, Joe Cabral, Wilf Schute, Stefan Wolejszo, Peter Bencze, Pasquale
Pescatore, Julio Acuna, John Collings, Leon Flores, Jerome Seremak, Colin Lindsay, Mr. J. Blewett
(Coach). Missing: Dave Richards.

Freshman
Soccer

The Freshman boys had a
good but disappointing season,
finishing just out of the
playoffs by a single point. They
were a strong, proud team,
however, and played well
throughout every game, never
losing by more than one point
but winning by large margins.

Varsity
Soccer

This Year’s Varsity Boys
Soccer team displayed the
courage and sportsmanship of
professionals. Their attitude
was marked by their success.
The team placed first in the
Winnipeg School Div. #1, to go
on to be the runners-up in the
Winnipeg School Div. finals
and the St. John’s Ravenscourt
Tournament. They also were
the winners of the Provincial
Consolation finals. Because of
their high level of skill and
determination, they were
ranked third in the province.
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ATHLETES OF THE YEAR

(G0 R et S e el e T SR G SRR R, Tl e R SRS S S Sl S SR e R ) Wanda Drapala
BoySts st 5 - e e Bl G e e RGN L S e e S S e 0 e RN RS B e Mykola Misiak
ATHLETIC J’S FOR PARTICIPATIO

MBS o e R s Ll e e e R s S e e Dr. H. Sharman
MATOF J28 2. i i e e L B ST ey i R e e P e S R R e e Dr. H. Sharman
Awatdsiof Bxcellencesss e ol o e ar cnias . O et i e D i e s e s I R s T R Dr. H. Sharman
VOLLEYBALL

Ereshman Girls:Moest-Valmable Player i i i i S auna disni s o il o i e LR RN RGeSt Kathy Herman
ErcshmanBoysiMost Valuable Player o n i i 8l s o e e s e e e e Mike Radchenka
VearsitviGinls MostValnable®Player - onl Uo . 8 i S S e e e e e s Wanda Drapala
Y arsityiBoysiNtastValuablelRlaver s, v igd it e e T s B Rl e s e o S Peter Bencze
FOOTBALL

Ouisiandine Offensive Blayer Soms 02 0o i S e e R Ken Taniguchi
QuitstandingsDetensiVERlAVE IS tuirs e st iy s T s A o e e e e ol SRS D e Frank Sawka
Nost N altableRlaeras = 0 e at  eh Le b e L S SRR A e e A Sl UL s S e Brad Pluta
BASKETBALL

FreshmaniGislsMoestValuablePlayens oo o oo B Sl i el i s | Sal o e e B s e s Cindy Schnerch
Freshiman;Boys:Mest:ValiablePlayemtio s Saales o vy ks s i e, i et e 0 Bt it e S Mike Radchenka
VarsiteGirlsiViosiaY aluable Player: o b e s i e e S it ns bt e, Andrea Herbert
Varsity Boys - RUSS Pasiie ke Amwand . fo e e e e e L e e e e Sal Capizzi
BADPMINTON.= s oo e s e o i ) e s s e Sl e R D i Pasquale Pescatore
SOCCER

Ereshman BoysiMoestNaluablelRlavelrs o vats f s o s Bl S s s e e R R e Mustafa Sennaroglu
Varsity Boys Most Valuable:Blayers = o s S aiailaiin e St Seid s gt i e L ST S R e Richard Drozda
FIELD HOCKEY

W e s litE Lol (S M oot s S G et Sy St e e S e R s R e e el Wanda Drapala
TRACK AND FIELD

@utstandingBarticipation =Femals. &t »aa o nnr D os e e e s e e L s A e Jackie Malegus

QutstandingiBarticipations Mialesiianaiess e ok o b, il iy i e e e e s R e T Dwayne Johnston



Compliments of
OLD DUTCH FOODS
Everybody’s Flavour
Favorite

632-0249

With Compliments from

BIG FOUR SALES LTD.

Winnipeg, Manitoba

HARDWARE TV SALES & SERVICE
PAINT GLASS
N. HALAS & SONS LTD.

394 McGREGOR ST
586-3834
NICK

PHONE 942-4924

H. & S.

MEAT PRODUCTS AND FRESH MEATS

915 MAIN STREET WINNIPEG, MAN.

¢ INSURANCE BUS. 582-2366
* RENTALS RES. 489-3143

« REAL ESTATE

o PROPERTY MANAGERS
INSURANCE IN ALLITS BRANCHES

%&ém/ M

1072 MAIN STREET
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA
MARVIN PEARLMAN R2W 5] 3

JEANNE'S BAKERY LTD.

931 Notre Dame Ave. 774-2554-5
416 McKenzie St. 582-3110

PLAZA PHARMACY

406 McGregor Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R2W 4X5
Ph. (204)-582-2355

Telephone
582-2394

Wa&ﬁ%@w_

JACK KURTZ

Flowers Telegraphed
World Wide

368 McGregor at Mountain
SONS Winnipeg 4, Manitoba

Poll o

Hardware Ltd. 204-582-5007
1407 Main St.
Winnipeg, MB. R2W 3V2

Prescriptions By:

CHAPMAN PHARMACY

Main at Inkster 589-8385

1100 MAIN STREET, WINNIPEL ANITOBA. R2W 352 PH. 582.1786




' ' Codmopo/ilan jéridtd o[)fc[

Flowers for All Occasions

994 Main Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba 589-7359
R2W 3P7 Day or Night

Michael’s
Formal Wear

584 Selkirk Ave.

Thankyou

Cathy Milljour
Editor ‘85 Torch

Catherine Anderson
Assistant Editor ‘85 Torch

Ph.: 586-6352

Good Luck
Mr. Kubara (+ thanks)

Good Luck Grads




Graduating Class of
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Marlborough Inn DinnerJune 19

Paddlewheel Princess Cruise June 20

e



Valedictory Address - June
Cotte - President and Valedictorian

Dr. Sharman, honored guests, parents,
staff, students, and fellow graduates: As I
begin to read this speech, my mind wanders
to when I began to write it and further back
to when I began to consider writing it.
Beginning, getting started, is never easy.
Essentially, that is what my thoughts are
today: New beginnings and endings.

Our thoughts over the last year have
skirted over those themes. Many looked
forward to graduation as the beginning of a
new life, while others looked upon it as the
end of their childhood. It is much the same as
the pessimist versus optimist argument over
half a glass of water. It is either half-full or
half-empty. Each one of us has looked
forward to this day for various reasons and
will remember it as a beginning or as an end.

An end to what? This is not an easy
question to deal with but on reflection it is
easier to answer than many exam questions
were. In simple terms, objective, outsider-
looking-in terms, it is the end of high school .
. Nothing more; nothing less. But to us, the
integral ingredients of graduation, it is an end
to much much more.

Graduation means an end to waiting for
September class lists to be posted. It’s an end
to yearly seating plans which remain in effect
for one week, being computerized into
numbers on report cards, trying to remember
your REAL homeroom number by May or
June, Fran’s cooking, and gymbags heavier
than yourself, leaving a permanent slouch in
one shoulder. It’s an end to walking or
bussing, to school at 40 below and hunderds
of hours of studying. It’s also an end to the
hundreds of hours we spent figuring out
which teachers kept attendence, how many
absences we had and which classes we could

. shall we say . . . miss. Triple studies,
tanning and frisbee at lunchtime, all these
things are over. But more importantly, also
over is the togetherness of a group of people
all working towards a common goal, that
goal being realized today. It is an end to

casual friendships which are taken for
granted but when non-existent, are sorely
missed.
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During our three or perhaps six years at St.
John’s, we have accumulated a wealth of
casual aquaintences. Perhaps never again in
our lives will we meet so many people in so
short a time and become relatively close to
them. When we leave here, when we end our
schooling, we will also leave many friends by
the wayside. This is a sombre thought,
perhaps not appropriate for such a day of
celebration but still and all, I’'m discussing
endings.

Some of these companions have been
special teachers. Most teachers are much
maligned and scorned, but there are rare
qualities in a teacher who really cares that
endear us to them and make our departure
feel that much more a definite ending, and a
distant loss.

I could dwell considerably longer on the
nostalgia of our years here. However,
everyone at this moment may have a special
memory, a remembrance of high school they
want to cherish.

So we’re on to new beginnings. New doors
to open, or break down. New challenges,
broad new horizons, a new chapter of life.
This is a moment we have waited for, ten
months a year for 13 years. Well, maybe we
only waited passionately for a couple of
years. Never mind, we still waited. If it
seemed the wait was interminible, it now
seems only a very brief time that we have
been here.

And now we’re ‘‘on our own’’. We are
facing a demanding world which has already
forced us to make career and scholastic
choices. Are we ready? Are we prepared to
accept the responsibilities of ‘‘adulthood’’?
There are no make-up classes at university
and no tangible proofs of ourselves to suc-
ceed in any endeavor. These endeavors for us
will mean further studying perhaps, working
9-5 or even job-hunting.

My advice to the grads may sound over-
used or stale but it still rings true. Do not
look back. EVER. Do not let yourself pause
and vacillate, missing opportunities in the
meanwhile. Attempt everything, even if it
may seem impossible. To try and to fail is
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much better than standing safely by the

sidelines, never daring to get involved,
fearing failure, and forever asking ‘‘what
i)

I am generally a pessimist, however 1 do
believe in grad as a beginning. It is the
beginning of the freedom to make choices.
It’s the start of a fresh chapter of the unique
book composed of our lives. If life goes in
steps like the rungs of a ladder we now have a
foot poised on the next step. Perhaps we are
frightened and intimidated by the height but
the exhilaration of the climb and the feeling
of accomplishment are constantly sending us
higher and higher.

Though many of the names and faces may
fade in our memory we will of course, always
remember our years here. Our own em-
bryonic philosophies of life have been for-
mulated here. The lessons in human relations
learned amongst ourselves will remain with us
forever.

Each of us will take something from St.
John’s and carry it within ourselves perhaps
forever. It seems we have given nothing in
return. However, if we do the best possible
job we can in life, succeeding to the utmost of
our capabilities, then we have indeed given
something back to our school, the pride of a
job well done.

Farewell, Grads of 1985
Good-bye, St. John’s
Thank-you.
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