
St.John’s High School



Principal’s Message

Yearbooks capture “a moment in time.”  Many years later, your yearbook will 
become your “treasure trove” inciting memories of your time at St. John’s High 
School. It will recall the friends you have had, the teachers and educational 
assistants that you have shared learning experiences with and multiple times you 
“just had fun.”  It has been said that “nothing is ever really lost to us as long as we 
remember it.”  

Take time to remember your experiences at St. John’s High School. “Once a Tiger, 
always a Tiger” is a saying that will be with you throughout your journey in life. 
Wishing you the remembrance of your 
moments. 

Mr. D. Taylor 
Principal, St. John’s High School 
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Good morning class of 2017, St. John’s staff, honoured guests and our friends and family members 
that have come to 

celebrate this momentous day with us. My name is Mustariah Muhmed and I am honoured to be 
representing the St. John’s High School class of 2017. Graduates, we can finally say “WE MADE 

IT”
High school is like a roller coaster, everyone has their ups and downs. We discover new things and 

meet new people along the way. Sometimes, we decide half way through that we want to get off 
the ride, but reach the end and decide it was pretty great after all and wish we could do it all over 

again.
Some of us graduating today have been at St. John’s since the beginning of graved seven, but for others like me, grade nine 
was our first year together as a Tiger. Nonetheless, everyone here today has experienced a first day of something that I’m 

sure filled you with all kins of emotions.
So, let’s take a moment to visualize that roller coaster. Imagine jumping into the seat and locking yourself in, as the feelings 
of anticipation build and the butterflies begin to flutter in your stomach. As you begin to climb slowly towards the sky, the 
deafening silence surrounds you, and at this point, the destination is unknown. The next thing you know, you are waiting 
for the drop. The first year of high school is like that initial drop of the roller coaster; you’re scared and you feel like you’re 
falling and you don’t know when or how you’ll come back up, but eventually you do. As you get comfortable in your new 
surroundings, there are still ups and downs, but you’re starting to get used to coping with them. This is like grade ten and 
eleven. As you get older, you are faced with more responsibilities that start to fall on your shoulders – again more ups and 
downs on that roller coaster of ours. As we near the end of our high school career we start to realize we’re stonger, smarter 

and more capable of conquering the challenges of those “ups and downs” that high school presents us with.
Grade 12. What a year. It was almost a whole new roller coaster within itself. We were all met with many new challenges as 
we were nearing the end of the ride. Some of us focused on our grades for university or college, making sure we got all of 
our credits and studying hard for Birley’s killer chem tests or Bravo’s wicked Word of the Day quizzes. But alongside some 
of those moment were many amazing experiences. There were days where laughed our heads off with friends, contributed 

to one of the most successful years of Tiger sports, or found a home in the dance studio, gym, theatre, or art room. I for 
one have been forever changed by Mr. Suban’s passion for dance and teaching. Ms. Robbie’s unique ability to bring out 

the actor in all of us, and Ms. Enn’s pep talks and life advice. I know we all have those adults at St. John’s who have greatly 
helped us on this journey, and for that, we are forever thankful. There was also the day of knowledge where everyone came 
together to learn about our indigenous and African cultures. We celebrated our school spring during spirit weeks and gym 

riots. And for us in grade 12, let’s not forget that time we all went to the ‘beach to celebrate the end of our journey at 
St. John’s.

Now we sit here today and we have finally reached the end of the roller coaster. And you know what, thinking about it now 
– I would ride it all over again. Unfortunately, that’s not an option, as many of us will be moving on to bigger, better, and 

scarier rides, like university, college, full time jobs, or whatever we decide to do as we walk out the doors of St. John’s.
Malcolm X once said “Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare for it 

today”. These words resonate with me as I stand before you today. I think education is the key to our future that we are 
preparing for. That roller coaster ride wasn’t for nothing, even if some didn’t enjoy it as much as others. We all have grown, 

gained knowledge, and perspective.
Hopefully we have all found something we’re passionate for about as we embark on our new adventures. It has been a 

pleasure to ride this roller coaster with all of you, and I know it wouldn’t have been possible without the support of our 
teacher, staff member, families and friends who were all standing next to use, giving us the courage we need to get on the 

ride.
I want to this opportunity to thank the teachers of St. John’s, my parents, my friends and all of my classmates. I hope all 

of you go on to do amazing things no matter what path you pursue. The challenges of high school are over, but there will 
always be more to conquer and learn from. I encourage all of you to honour the past, live for the present, and dream of the 

future as you begin your new journeys in the world. Remember … “pain is temporary, but Tiger pride is forever”. 
Congratulations St.John’s graduating class of 2017.

-Mustariah Muhmed
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